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upon which his judgment was formed were of a
varied character. "They consist of letters and
representations addressed to the Executive or in-
tended for his inspection; they are voluntarily
written and presented by private citizens who are
not in the least instigated thereto by any official
invitation or at all subject to official control.
Wtile some of them are entitled to Executive con-
sideration, many of them are so irrelevant or in the
light of other facts so worthless, that they have not
been given the least weight in determining the
question to which they are supposed to relate."
If such matter were to be considered public records
and subject to the inspection of the Senate, the
President would thereby incur "the risk of being
charged with making a suspension from office upon
evidence which was not even considered."

Issue as to the status of such documents wasr
joined by the President in the sharpest possible
way by the declaration: "I consider them in no
proper sense as upon the files of the department
but as deposited there for my convenience, re-
maining still completely under my control. I
suppose if I desired to take them into my custody
I might do so with entire propriety, and if I saw
fit to destroy them no one could complain."